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[PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION] 

According to the prior art, mainly, there have been 
problems as follows „ 

(1) When circulation is executed in a relay form, a 
circulator has to perform a procedure in which he acknowledges 
a circular document and transmits the document to a next 
circulator one by one. Because of this, a circulator has to 
be bothered, and circulation has been accompanied with 
troubles . 

( 2 ) When a copy of the circular document is distributed, 
since the same documents for the number of circulators are 
prepared and stored in a memory, the capacity of the memory 
is heavily loaded. That is, a problem in the conventional 
system is originated in a condition in which transmission and 
reception of the circular document are intended to be done 
between individuals . 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
document circular system provided with an automatic 
transmission function to solve the aforementioned problem in 
order to improve the efficiency in document circulation subject 
to a plurality of circulators and thus to enable automatic 
circulation of a document by transmitting a circular document 
to a next circulator one after another at the time of 
understanding that a circulator has referred to the circular 
document . 
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[MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS] 

In order to solve the aforementioned problems, the 
document circular system of the present invention is 
constituted of 

a circular document management part for performing 
document management, such as storing a circular document, 

a document acknowledgement and understanding part for 
performing an acknowledgement process for the circular 
document and an understanding process showing that the document 
has been already referred to, 

a circular destination list editing and registering part 
for registering a circular destination list composed of a 
circular order and the like in a document, editing the list, 
and re-registering the list in the document, 

a comment editing register part for creating and editing 
a comment, such as an opinion or a view of a circulator and 
an acknowledging person, and adding the comment independently 
to the document, 

a circular document editing part composed of the document 
acknowledgement and understanding part, the circular 
destination list editing and registering part, and the comment 
editing register part and being a user interface part for 
performing reading and writing of the circular document, 

a circular destination list analysis part for analyzing 
the circular destination list, seeking a next circulator and 
an acknowledging person at the time of transmitting and 
acknowledging the circular document, and checking an access 
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right, 

a document transmitting and receiving part for 
automatically delivering the circular document to the next 
circulator and the acknowledging person at the time of 
transmitting and acknowledging the circular document, and 

a circular control part for controlling operations of 
the devices . 
[OPERATION] 

When a creator of the circular document transmits the 
document, the circular destination list editing and 
registering part registers the circular destination list in 
the circular document. When a circulator transmits or an 
acknowledging person acknowledges, the document 
acknowledgement and understanding part performs the 
understanding process or the acknowledgement process for the 
circular document, the circular destination list analysis part 
analyzes the circular destination list so as to seek the next 
circulator, and the document transmitting and receiving part 
delivers the circular document to the next circulator. 

With this configuration, since the circulator and the 
acknowledging person can automatically circulate to the next 
circulator and acknowledging person merely by understanding 
and acknowledging the document, transmission procedure of a 
document can be omitted. Since the circular document wanders 
about among circulators one after another until the last 
circulator, there is no case in which the circular document 
is unnecessarily copied. 
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(54) DOCUMENT CIRCULATION SYSTEM 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To realize smooth document circulation by 
referencing the sequence of circulation when a 
document is understood and delivering the circulation 
document sequentially to succeeding circulated persons. 

CONSTITUTION: When a person making a circulation 
document sends the document, a circulation destination 
list edit registration section 8-2 registers a circulation 
destination list to the circulation document. On the other 
hand, when the circulation person sends the document 
or an approval person approves the document, a 
document approval/acknowledge section 8-1 applies the 
acknowledge processing or the approval processing of 
the circulation document, a circulation destination list 
analysis section 9 analyzes the circulation destination list 
to obtain the succeeding circulation person, and a 
document transmission/reception section 10 delivers the 
circulation document to the succeeding circulation party. 
Since the document is circulated automatically to the 
succeeding circulation and approval person after the 
acknowledge and approval of the circulation and 
approval person only, the transmission procedure of the 
document is simplified. 
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